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SPECIAL-—~ANNOUNCEMENT--IMPORTANT--DO NOT SKIM THIS--MEETING NOTICE: The 
Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association will meet this month on March 8 at 
Hewlett Packard, 1900 Garden of the Gods Road. Park in the lot in front 
of the east-most building. Everyone must arrive by 7:25 pm due to the 
need to be escourted through the facilities. There will be a business 
meeting and then a tour and equipment fair. So don't miss it! And don't 
-he late--don't want any disappointment. Talk-in on .52. Such a deal! 


SWAP FEST: It's that time again! Sunday, March 19 will see the Annual 
PPRAA Swap Fest. It will be at the same place as last year--Hangar 11 at 
Peterson Field--same time--9am to 2pm. ‘This year, along with the usual 
refreshment stand and bake sale, there will be a flea market of general 
(un-ham-type) stuff, which will make it more of a family affair and more 
interesting to all who come. So do. Talk-in on 16/76 and/or ask for 
directions at the main gate, off of US 24, 


VHF AND UHF RE-DEFINED: On January 21 land 22 a group of hams in the 
Colorado Springs area attempted to re-define VHF and UHF, and did a pretty 
good job of it. 

Some Very Happy Fellows got together at Ray WOWYZ's OTH to see how 
many non-repeater contacts could be gathered in the AC bands, as Ray calls 
them--above 50 MHz. The event was the VHF Sweepstakes, and from early 
Saturday morning until late Sunday evening there was a lot of hustle and 
bustle. , 

Among the participants were Doug WB@MHP with his old, tired Knight 
TR-106 ancient modulation six meter rig, which netted the group several 
local six meter contacts. A welcome Sight was Dennis WB@WDF's neat, new 
Six meter rig--sideband and all. ad 

On two meters we had SSB and CW with a half-a-kilowatt, thanks to 
Dave WBYSDW's rig and Ray's amplifier. We also had a variety of FM gear 
to snag the FM contacts. Kansas and New Mexico were the highlight of the 
weekend as’ it gave us three sections, counting Colorado, on two meters. 

“on'd next page) 
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PPRAA DIRECTORS ~ 
PRESIDENT Ray Uberecken W@WYZ, 318 Kenwood Cir 471-7134 
VICE-PRES. Doug Moloney WBYMHP, 3817 Vaquero Cir So 599-9605 
SECRETARY Gordon Denno WBYTIC, 4718 El Camino 598-0408 
TREASURER Dick Schlueter WBYPNX, Box 38 Grn Mtn Falls 80819 684-2153 
Board Member Dick Cohen K6DBR, 4965 Brown Valley Lane 599-5645 
Board Member Dave Allen WB@TAQ, 821 N. Cascade 471-0642 
Board Member Mike Stansberry K@TER, 2732 E. Monument 475-8650 
Board Member Oak Stockton K@ROL, 2023 Essex Lane 596-1395 


ZERO BEAT is published monthly in the interest of the members of the Pikes 
Peak Radio Amateur Assn Inc, Colorado Springs, CO. Permission is granted 
to reprint articles or excerpts provided full credit is given. 


Editor: Business Manager: 

Dave Allen WBYTAQ Ed Pompea K@ZPG AR xx 
821 N. Cascade 2111 Trent Ave. rf 
Co Spgs, CO 80903 Co Spgs, CO 80909 $ 
471-0642 635 7554 eae 


The PPRAA meets at 7:30pm on the Second Wednesday of each month in 
the Security Savings and Loan Building, East Platte at Union Blvd. 
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VHF AND UHF cond: Dave WDYDLY, Dave WBZNLA (a seasonal transplant from 
Center, CO), Gordy WB@TIC, Marc WBYTLO, and Steve WBYTLP were very helpful, 
doing everything from stirring the Sloppy Joes to taking down Ray's XYL's 
TV antenna so a ten-element two meter beam could be installed. BOY, was 
she surprised! They were also busy with mics and keys. 

On the 220 MHz band we made a contact from the southwest corner of 
Ray's shack to the northeast corner of Ray's shack. Since all we had 
was Dave WOMBZ's 220 MHz receiver and Mike K@TER's converter, a futile 
attempt was made to modify a couple of 220 MHz TV transmitters. Of course 
we had to try it out, so Mike, equipped with converter and modified trans- 
mitter, headed for his shack for a contact. Since Mike didn't have a 220 
antenna, he tried to load his two meter antenna and a 432 beam, but after 
three trips up and down his tower he finally assembled one--however, still 
no contact. 

Since 220 MHz didn't seem to treat us so well, we thought we'd try 
something easier!?!?!? 1296 MHz! Yup. About noon Sunday the converting 
process began on an old APX-6. (Navy guys sure know what that is!) Well, 
time got the best of us there, because the modifications were mostly 
mechanical and have you ever seen a bunch of hams try to be plumbers? 

So next was 432 MHz, and we did ok there, about eight contacts. 

Barry W8LWN, whose initial comments a month or so ago got us all fired up, 
took care of the 432 equipment. 

So you're wondering when we re-defined UHF. Well, with 97 contacts 
on 50 MHz and above, and three states on two meters, UHF can’only mean 
Unusual Heap of Fun for all during the weekend. So for all those wondering 
what the next one is going to be like, plan on joining in next June. 


ANOTHER ZERO BEAT?? Yes. Through former member Harlan Park WB7TZT (WA@YVS — 
to us) who is now in Washington state, we have been found out by the 
Victoria Short Wave Club (founded 1929) and the editor of their Zero Beat, 
Vince Hlavac. So although we are sadly outclassed by these folks in 

British Columbia, we will be trading papers. Be seeing you, Vince. 
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PL 259 50¢ LARGEST SUPPLIER OF AMATEUR RADIO PRODUCTS 73 TAPES 
IN THE COLORADO SPRINGS AREA. 
ARRL MAGAZINES NOW IN STOCK AT THE HAM SHACK 73 MAGAZINES 
MFI SOLA BASIC PIPO KLM CDE 
LARSEN NYE CES 
FAST CHARGE AND MANY MORE EGG INSULATORS 


NICADS $1.50 


45¢ 


IN ACCORDANCE 
BUY SELL WITH ARMA STANDARDS VISA MASTER CHARGE 
WE WILL NOT SELL ANY 


_ TRADE. TRANSMITTING 


WITHOUT PROOF OF 
CONSIGNMENT 


GEAR New KDK in Stock. 
LICENSE 


FOR SALE: I18AVT Hygain 10-80 vert- 
ical, $35. 12AVT (10-20m) 
with roof mount kit, $25. 
WILSON 1402SM 2-1/2 watt 
with 52/52 16/76 37/97 
28/88 07/67, coax ant. 
adapter, $185. Dave 
WOMEY, 473-4135. 


WANTED: To buy, beg, borrow or 
steal manuals for DX-60 
xmtr and HG-10 VFO. Don 
WD@BSZ, 471-8522 (work). 


MORE ROOM HERE for ads. They are 
free. 


COLORADO SPRINGS 
WALKER ELECTRONICS 
2838 NORTH PROSPECT ST. 


COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80907 
PHONE - (303) 636-1661 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 


EXPERIMENTERS ITEMS & 
HEADPHONES— SPEAKERS = 
<S ANTENNA INSTALL. MATERIALS 


a 
al 
[_—7 
Instruments Corp. Enc 
Communications Division thesinsename pin solidistae = 


CROPHONES 
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ATTENTION YLs: If you skip over the 
rest of this issue, please read this! 
Hopefully you got the notice we passed 
out at the last meeting, but just in 
case you didn't, here are a few of 

the details on the Swapfest March 19 
at Pete Field. 

The YL Committee is planning the 
refreshment table and bake sale for 
all the hungry hams that day, and we 
still need lots of help. If you can 
give us a hand with preparing or 
selling refreshments, or providing baked 
gcods, please let us know as soon as 
possible. You can call Cheri Moloney 
at 599-9605 (anytime), Joanne Roth at 
574-6673 (anytime), or Dianne Uberecken 
at 471-7134 (evenings) to let us know 
what you can do, or to get more information. We'll be spared a lot of time 
on the phone if you'll get in touch with us now. 

Also, don't forget our flea-market bazaar! Instead of staying home 
this year, gather up your craft and hobby projects and small garage sale 
items. Come along to the Swapfest! .A little extra pocket money never hurts, 
and we'll have a lot of fun besides. You may also get the chance to put 
names and faces with those voices and call letters you hear so ofter. 
There's plenty of room, so bring your contributions and help us fill it up! 

(OMs--If the YLs in your house didn't see this, please show it to them., 


if its CW; its communications. 


893-5525 ALL MAJOR BRANDS _ 893-5525 
SALES -SERVICE 
8-530 Mon.-Fri, 8:30-1 Sat. 


lel lie — lel 
C W ELECTRONIC SALES CO. 


1401 BLAKE STREET, DENVER, COLORADO 80202 


MEETING MINUTES: W@WYZ, Ray Uberecken openned the monthly meeting of the 
PPRAA February 8, 1978 at 7:35 pm in the basement of the Security Savings 
and Loan Building. The January minutes were unanimously accepted by the 
membership as printed in Zero Beat. WB@PNX, Treasurer, gave a balance of 
$735.50. 

Committee Reports: EC--W@RNT and WB@TIC reported for WB@TIB that ad- 
vanced CPR classes would be given if ten people were interested. W@RNT 
reported that he and the Sheriff's office were trying to develop an "“Emer- 
gency Communications" card for members of SERVCOM. WB@SDW showed a "proof" 
sample of the card. WBYTIC described the proceedings of the "Simulated 
Emergency Test" held on February 5. The SET was held under the direction 
of WB@TIB. Zero Beat--WOWYZ, deadline is 1 March for articles to be 
printed in the March issue. Picnic--The Annual PPRAA Summer picnic is 
scheduled for 13 August. The site is, as yet, not selected, but it is hoped 
it will be in the mountains again. Swapfest--K6DBR announced that the 
swapfest would be held in Hangar 11 at Peterson AFB on March 19. They are 
hoping for the largest event in the state. Over 1000 flyers were being 
prepared and the door prizes were being arranged for. 

Activities--WB@YKH indicated the Novice Round-up was now in progress-- 
February 3-12. Field Day--The committee, headed by K@TER, was going to 
start specific planning for the last weekend in June. It would probably 
be held this year at K@ROL's mountain cabin. CCARC--W@RNT stated work was 
progressing on the Colorado Ham Directory. Work was beginning on a Colorado. 
Hamfest for this summer. He also discussed the probability of initiating 
a two meter frequency coordinator committee to set up regulations or poli- 
cies relating to new repeaters in the future. YLs--Cheri Moloney briefed 
the membership on the bake sale to be.held in conjucction with the swapfest. 
(Con'd next page). 


MARCH 1978 ZERO BEAT PAGE 5 


presented the class schedules and ; C0 M MU Ht | CAT | 0 NS 


instructors for the remainder of rawanna 

the upgrading classes. Colerado Springs PH:475-7050 
Announcements: The monthly 

transmitter hunt would beet 12 


““INUTES con'd: Education--WB@TIC 
A.E.S 
404 Ar 


February at Channel Cat, 1 pm. eke Meee DAVE wogcouU Ton wodenN 
Hammy Award was presented to - HAM S PECIALS - 
WBYGTLP, Steve DeVries. S 
New Business: WB@PAJ inquired AMPHENOL PL-259'9 = (WITH THIS AD) 47¢ 
TEMPO 2020 ALL BAND HF 689.00 


as to the possibility of setting 
up a communications committee for a 
large track meet to be held this bndacmane ree: 
summer, involving the Olympic : 

trainees. WB@PAJ Accepted chair- ATH~34 (10-15-20 merer) 209-95 
manship of the group to be organ- A~14-3% (3 ELEWENT 20 weETER) 104.95 
ized, A-14-2 (3 ELEMENT 20 meTeR) 82.50 

Program: Homebrew night. A~28-3 (3 ELement 10 meTER) 5250 
WOWYZ openned the program with a ; 
very entertaining poem by his wife. VPP FNG. PA-2501 WT 2 wETER amp 59.95 
I didn't catch the title but I think} ‘NF ‘NS. PA-4010 WT 2 meTER amp = 59.95 
it was "Ode to a Ham," or "Frus- 
tration in a Home-brewery." Pro- 
jects presented were a 1-kw linear 
(K@TER), 80-10m QRP Transmitter (WB@TLP), Electronic Keyer and Power Supply 
“WB@KSW), Attenuator and Q multiplier (WBZMHP), two meter synthesized rig 
ARNT), six meter transverter (WOWYZ), QRP CW transmitter (WB@WHZ), and a 
filter of some sort [I can't read Gordy's writing] (WB@SDW). 
--Gordy Denno WBYTIC, Secretary 


TRIEX 37! CRANK UP TOWER 174.95 


ALL SALE ITEMS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. 


I SHOULDN'T HAVE BEEN surprised (tho it was a pleasant surprise) to see 
him at the February board meeting. He has been interested in this club 
for a long time, even serving as president a couple years ago inbetween 
WBYHCK and K%TER. -In fact, he started teaching a novice class for the 
club when there were no classes being run--and he was a novice at the 
time. 

His interest in radio and radio broadcasting began in New York as a 
DJ in college. At that time he put his efforts toward a General ticket, 
but got side-tracked before it was reached. That cycle was repeated a 
couple times as he served in the Air Force teaching electronics: and later 
working in broadcasting again as a civilian. 

Finally deciding to settle for a Novice license, he got it in 1972 
and put it to use with an Eico 753 (also known as the Seven-Drifty-Three) . 
And when his job took him out on the road, he took the rig along to put 
some life into the nights spent at dreary motels along the way. He traded 
the Novice for a Tech license, and then took two meters along, 

Seems he's spent a lot of time on the road--and probably"done more 
operating fmom a car seat than an armchair--"Front seat copy, OM." Most 
resently, as a traveling school photographer, he was wearing out the roads 
through most of the southwest. But lo and behold, the FCC decided to J,t 
Techs operate the Novice bands and the way was cleared for him to get the 

1de practice he needed and escape from the Technician Sandbar. Armed with 
an SB-102 and a key wedged against the parking brake, it didn't take him 
long to bring his code speed up and drive back one day as an Advanced. 
(Con'd next page.) 
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I SHOULDN'T con'd: His house abounds with evidences of many hobbies and — 
talents--music, writing, photography, carpentry... But of course the one 


I know him best for is radio. His station is an unusual collection of 
equipment--all either home made or modified to suit--and covering most 
“every band known to ham and some inbetween. And his wall-to-wall junk 
box (the only kind to have) attests to his desire to hake ham radio a 
hobby of his own--to do it his way, at his own pace, in his own time, and 
for his own reasons. And to meet Bill Croghan WB@KSW on the air or in 
person, is to know that his biggest reason for being a ham is you and me-- 
is all the people he's met, helped, and spent time with--changing a long, 
lonely road into an exciting time with new friends, being with old friends 
for Field Day and everything else we do together. 
Thanks, Bill, for your energy and devotion to us. May you always be 


"Kind, Sweet William." - - 


TAN 
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Radio, TY. Parts, Tubes, Batesries 
Industriel Electronics, Test Equisrnant 


Complete line of BE&K 


Test Equpiment (terete mt 
Digital Meters from $84.95 Don Schaarschmidt wgZoliz 
and Steve WB@sPso 
aurwonizeo  FREGIE  cstncuron 2208 E. el pec Cir 


Co Spgs, CO 80909 


